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Expeditious House Passage 
of Crack Reform Legislation 

 
July 15, 2010 
 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Speaker 
U.S. House of Representatives 
U.S. Capitol 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Speaker Pelosi: 
 
As organizations committed to ensuring fairness in our justice system, we applaud your long-
standing commitment to ending the sentencing disparity between crack and powder 
cocaine- related offenses.  This disparity has perpetuated perceptions of unfairness and 
misdirected federal enforcement resources by focusing on low-level participants in the drug 
trade, as opposed to the pursuit and prosecution of high–level traffickers.  In March the Senate 
unanimously approved legislation (S. 1789) to reduce this egregious disparity from the 100:1 to 
an 18:1 quantity ratio.  Although the complete elimination of this unjust disparity is the correct 
solution, our diverse groups strongly believe enactment of this reform bill at this time represents 
an historic opportunity to begin to address the inequality created in federal sentencing law nearly 
a quarter of a century ago. Accordingly, we strongly urge that you move this vital bill through 
the House as expeditiously as possible. 

Upon introducing S. 1789, the Fair Sentencing Act, Senator Richard Durbin stated, “Those of us 
who supported the law establishing this disparity had good intentions. We followed the lead and 
advice of people in law enforcement. We wanted to address this crack epidemic that was 
spreading fear and ravaging communities. But we have learned a great deal in the last 20 years. 
We now know the assumptions that led us to create this disparity were wrong.”  Indeed, Vice 
President Biden, who helped draft the law in 1986 creating the 100:1 disparity, has stated, “Each 
of the myths upon which we based the disparity has since been dispelled or altered.”  While the 
justifications for the disparity have disappeared, the grossly lengthy sentences remain and are 
devastating, especially for the African American community.  Although the majority of crack 
cocaine offenders are white, 80 percent of those convicted of federal crack offenses are African 
American.  This racially discriminatory application of the law and the impact of this policy is not 
consistent with our nation’s commitment to equal justice under the law. 

A bipartisan coalition in the Senate, led by Senators Richard Durbin and Jeff Sessions, were able 
to put partisan politics aside and secure unanimous approval of legislation to address the unjust 
crack-powder disparity. Upon passage of S. 1789, Senator Sessions, Ranking Member of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, stated, “[t]his compromise achieves important fairness in drug 
sentencing while striking a responsible balance between efforts to reduce penalty thresholds and 
the need to combat the higher level of violence associated with the trafficking and distribution of 
crack.” His endorsement was echoed by numerous law enforcement organizations, including the 
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National District Attorneys Association, the National Association of Police Organizations, the 
International Union of Police Associations, and the Federal Law Enforcement Officers 
Association.  They all now call upon the House to pass this legislation as well, joined by the 
National Association of Evangelicals, Prison Fellowship, and dozens of former prosecutors and 
judges.  
 
The above voices are not alone in calling for the passage of this compromise measure.  The 
White House and the Attorney General agree that S. 1789 is the best opportunity we currently 
have to improve sentencing fairness.  Mr. Holder has stated that the bill “makes progress toward 
achieving a more just sentencing policy while maintaining the necessary law enforcement tools 
to appropriately punish violent and dangerous drug traffickers.”  Organizations such as ours 
realize that while not completely eliminating the disparity, the Senate-passed bill will shave 
nearly 30 months off of sentences, and will impact about 3000 cases a year, at a savings of $42 
million between 2010-2015.  Moreover, 40 years have passed since Congress has repealed a 
mandatory minimum sentence, as this legislation does for the simple possession of five grams of 
crack cocaine, bringing simple possession for crack in line with simple possession of powder 
cocaine and all other drugs.   
 
We respectfully and strongly urge you to make these reforms a reality by determining the best 
method that will ensure swift and unfettered movement of this bill through the House.  Our 
organizations stand ready to assist the process of bringing added fairness and confidence to the 
nation’s federal drug sentencing policies.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Laura Murphy 
Director 
Washington Legislative Office, 
American Civil Liberties Union 
 
Bill Holmberg 
Chair 
Biomass Coordinating Council 
American Council on Renewable Energy 
 
Roy Speckhardt 
Executive Director 
American Humanist Association 
 
Nicole Austin-Hillery 
Director and Counsel-Washington Office 
The Brennan Center for Justice at 
New York University School of Law 
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Jody Kent 
Director 
Campaign for the Fair Sentencing of Youth 
 
Charles Sullivan 
Executive Director 
International CURE 
Citizens United for the Rehabilitation of Errants 
 
Mark A. Varca, J.D. 
Chairman 
FedCURE 
Citizens United for the Rehabilitation of Errants 
 
Sharrie Booth 
President, Maryland CURE 
Citizens United for the Rehabilitation of Errants 
 
Dr. Ken Brooker Langston 
Director  
Disciples Justice Action Network and Coordinator, 
Disciples Center for Public Witness 
 
Ethan Nadelmann, JD, PhD 
Executive Director 
Drug Policy Alliance 
 
Julie Stewart 
Executive Director 
Families Against Mandatory Minimums 
 
Glenn E. Martin 
Vice President of Development 
& Public Affairs  
The Fortune Society 
 
Ruth Flower 
Legislative Director 
Friends Committee on National Legislation 
 
Roger A. Clay, Jr. 
President 
Insight Center for Community Economic Development 
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Charles Thomas 
Executive Director 
Interfaith Drug Policy Initiative 
 
Jane Browning 
Executive Director 
International Community Corrections Association 
 
Terry Flood 
Executive Director 
Jubilee Jobs 
 
Tracy Velazquez 
Executive Director 
Justice Policy Institute 
 
Nkechi Taifa 
Convener 
Justice Roundtable 
 
Roger Falcon 
Chief of Staff 
Law Enforcement Against Prohibition 
 
Barbara Arnwine 
Executive Director 
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law 
 
Wade Henderson 
Executive Director 
Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights 
 
Gabrielle de la Gueronniere 
Director for National Policy 
Legal Action Center/National HIRE Network 
 
Arthur Burnett, Sr. 
National Executive Director 
National African American Drug Policy Coalition, Inc. 
 
Yvonne Blackmond 
President, Detroit Chapter 
National African American Drug Policy Coalition, Inc. 
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Trachelle Young 
President, Flint Chapter 
National African American Drug Policy Coalition, Inc. 
 
Addie Richburg 
President 
National Alliance of Faith and Justice 
 
Hilary O. Shelton 
Senior Vice President for Advocacy 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
 
Bob Matthews 
President 
National Association of Blacks in Criminal Justice 
 
Cynthia Hujar Orr 
President 
National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 
 
Elizabeth J. Clark, PhD, ACSW & MPH 
Executive Director 
National Association of Social Workers 
 
Melanie L. Campbell 
CEO and Executive Director 
Co-Convener, Black Women’s Roundtable 
National Coalition on Black Civic Participation 
 
Marc H. Morial 
President and CEO 
National Urban League 
 
Stephen Rickard 
Executive Director 
Open Society Policy Center 
 
Harold Dean Trulear, Ph.D. 
Director, Healing Communities Prison Ministry 
and Reentry Project 
Philadelphia Leadership Foundation 
 
Malcolm C. Young 
Director 
Program for Prison Reentry Strategies 
Northwestern University Law School Bluhm Legal Clinic 
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Onaje Muid 
Clinical Associate Director 
Reality House, Inc. 
 
Rabbi David Saperstein 
Director and Counsel  
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 
 
Lillie Branch-Kennedy 
Executive Director 
Resource Information Help for the Disadvantaged 
 
Yvonne Blackmond 
President 
Restoring Dignity, Inc. 
 
Dennis Sobin 
Director 
Safe Streets Arts Foundation 
 
Marc Mauer 
Executive Director 
The Sentencing Project 
 
Lawrence E. Couch 
The National Advocacy Center 
Sisters of the Good Shepherd 
 
David Borden 
Executive Director 
StoptheDrugWar.org 
 
Aaron Houston 
Executive Director 
Students for Sensible Drug Policy 
 
Rev. M. Linda Jaramillo 
Executive Minister 
Justice and Witness Ministries 
United Church of Christ 
 
Bill Mefford 
Director, Civil and Human Rights 
General Board of Church and Society 
The United Methodist Church 
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